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The Soka Gakkai International-USA (SGI-
USA) is an American Buddhist movement
that promotes peace and individual happi-
ness based on the philosophy and practice

of the Nichiren school of Mahayana Buddhism.
SGI-USA works in association with SGI organiza-
tions in 183 countries and territories. SGI-USA
activities are driven by our understanding of the
inseparable link between individual happiness and
the peace and prosperity of our diverse communi-
ties. Our religious teachings place the highest
emphasis on the sanctity of life.

Through their Buddhist faith and practice, our
members aim to improve their lives by taking up the
challenge to create value, to live without fear, to take
responsibility for their circumstances, to care for
their families and to live with compassion for others.

What we believe...
Our core philosophy is expressed in the concept

of human revolution, a process of inner transforma-
tion that centers on the idea that the causes we make
through our thoughts, words and actions have influ-
ence that extends beyond their immediate context to
affect the vast and complex web of life. Through
undergoing our individual human revolution, we
awaken to the responsibility we each have for our
own circumstances and for our environment. Our
inner transformation will lead us to take the actions
that bring about personal fulfillment and help us
contribute to the harmony and healthy development
of society. These ideals are based on the Buddhist
worldview of dependent origination, a concept of
interrelation where all things in the realms of human-
ity and nature are dependent upon each other for
their existence and nothing can exist in isolation.

The Buddhist tradition...
The roots of the SGI-USA worldview can be

traced to the teachings of the historical Buddha,
Shakyamuni, who lived some 2,500 years ago in
what is modern-day Nepal. His enlightenment to
eternal, universal reality was most succinctly articu-
lated in the Lotus Sutra. Following Shakyamuni’s
death, the Lotus Sutra spread through Central Asia

into China and Japan.
In the thirteenth century, Nichiren Daishonin

revealed the truth hidden in the Lotus Sutra.
According to Nichiren Buddhism, the workings of
the universe are an expression of a single principle or
Law — Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, the title and essence
of the Lotus Sutra. By putting their lives in rhythm
with this Law, individuals can unlock their hidden
potential — the Buddha nature — and achieve creative
harmony with the environment. Nichiren Buddhism
is a vehicle of individual empowerment — that is,
individuals have within themselves the power to
transform the inevitable sufferings of life into happi-
ness and to be a positive influence in the community.

The SGI heritage...
The SGI organization has its origin in the educa-

tional theory of Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, whose
quest to understand the deepest meaning of life
eventually led to his encounter with Nichiren
Daishonin’s Buddhism. Here, he discovered a phi-
losophy that recognized and sought to develop the
wisdom inherent in all human beings. The term soka
gakkai (value-creation society) was first used by
Makiguchi in 1930 when he founded the lay organi-
zation. During World War II, Makiguchi and his dis-
ciple Josei Toda were imprisoned for their opposi-
tion to the war. Makiguchi died in prison within
eighteen months at the age of seventy-three. After the
war, Toda rebuilt the organization, and it achieved
remarkable growth until his death in 1958. On May
3, 1960, Daisaku Ikeda became the third president.
Under his leadership, the organization has grown to
its present membership of twelve million in 183
countries and territories.

Based on the humanistic principles of Nichiren
Buddhism, SGI President Ikeda has founded the
Soka School System which includes universities in
Japan and the United States. He is also the founder
of the Toda Peace Institute, the Boston Research
Center for the 21st Century, the Tokyo Fuji Art
Museum, and more. He is the author of numerous
books that have been translated into many lan-
guages and has received worldwide recognition for
his peace efforts.
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